
 

CEO NEWS 

Progress at DHNH 

It is frequently too easy to get caught up in day to day challenges of work.  A schedule to fill out, a 

new employee to train, a difficult resident or patient to attend, a new regulation to interpret and 

meet, all of these issue can distract you from the day to day progress at DHNH.   

Have you noticed the enthusiasm of our new Respiratory Therapy leader, Farrah, or the positive 

climate in the Nursing Home with a fun filled Halloween and the long sought heating and air 

conditioning unit in medical records, or maybe the cleanliness of the entire facility by our 

hardworking housekeeping staff?  Perhaps you will notice some improvements in our computer 

system after the visit with the Healthland team. 

DHNH is making progress day by day, week by week, patient by patient, employee by employee, 

issue by issue.  Thank you for all the hard work you do to make DHNH a safe, high quality great 

place for patients, staff and visitors.   

 

EMS 

Thank you to everyone for condolences & support sent my way during the loss of my sister.  

We have several EMT positions open if you know someone interested in applying please send them my way.  

 

BUSINESS OFFICE 

Tiffany is still going to school and doing well.  Her significant other recently was hired by Entergy and went to Lineman Boot 

Camp training and passed.  Gunner and Baylee had lots of fun trick or treating on the square.  We are thankful for the rain and 

the cooler weather.  We want to wish Shannon well in her new job.  (We may miss her a little!)  We hope everyone has a 

wonderful Thanksgiving with family and friends. 
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DIETARY 

The Dietary Department staffing is stable at this time, but by Christmas Wanda Kinley will be retired and setting beside her 

husband on the porch taking it easy and living up!  

Michelle is hanging in there during her juggling act with us and Walmart; we are thankful she’s staying around here a little 

while longer.   Serena is still cooking up a storm and loving it.  Her daughter is still wanting her to move closer to her, but 

Serena is standing her ground.  Patricia is becoming a very good assistance to me, taking care of most of the computer projects 

I have back here. She passed her final exam for the Dietary Manager’s course in September, now she has to get ready for the 

big one to become certified.  Congratulation and get ready, get ready, get ready.  All of our new Staff has finally learn their job 

duties and ready to be tested by putting out good meals. 

Something to think about:  We should strive to work with an attitude of gratitude  

 

NURSING HOME 

Laquesha Cartwright, CNA gave birth on Oct. 28th to Ky’ndell Na’Siya Boyd who weighed 5 lbs. 10ozs.  Both Mother and 

Baby are doing well and proud grandmother, La’Kesha Cartwright works in dietary. 

We enjoyed a great Halloween in the nursing home starting with a Halloween contest at 10:30am on Friday the 30th with lots 

of witches, a clown, a nun, a disco king, a bag lady, salt and pepper and Cinderella among many others.  We also were treated 

to a feast of spooktacular feast of various snacks.  On Halloween night our residents enjoyed the many little ghosts and 

goblins that came to trick or treat. Resident winners for the costume contest were: 1st: Imogene Reed (Cinderella); 2nd, Tammy 

Garrison (clown) and 3rd; Delbert Almond (Fred Flintstone with wife Fay as Wilma Flintstone); Employee winners were: 1st: 

Samanatha Kerns and LaRhonda Hewing as Salt and Pepper: 2nd: Charlotte Hackney, bag lady; 3rd: Drew Selby as Richard 

Simmons.  

Thank you to the hospital staff that donated candy and adopted residents for the costume contest. We really appreciate your 

participation.  

We love the cooler weather and thankful for this hospital and nursing home and all who work here.  

 

December Birthdays: 

12/01---LUCY LANDON 

12/06----WM. FRIDAY 

12/30------JOYCE EARLS 

12/31-------TERRY WHITE 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SAFETY/MAINTENANCE/ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Final Farewell and a Bit of Advice 

I felt a little compelled to write a newsletter article since it would be my last one; after all I was the original editor of 

DHNH News.  The first publication of the “DHNH News” was in July 2002.   Remember back in those days there was 

not social media sites or even texting yet.  I am not even sure many people had cell phones at that time.   It was a fun 

way for everyone to be informed of what was going on in each department.  Not to mention a way to keep up with all 

the many, many changes and challenges the organization was facing at the time.  We had just gotten our 5 th 

Administrator within a 2 year time period, we had been sold by the City of DeWitt to DHNH Inc., we had a brand new 

Board of Directors and that’s just to name a few of the changes. The vision for the newsletter was to hopefully change 

the moral of the employees to be positive, to give everyone a new sense of security and hope for the future of the 

organization, and that it would once again be a great place to work.  By sharing information in the monthly newsletter it 

kept everyone informed and was also a way to get to know each department and its employees better. I think it 

succeeded in doing all of that.  The very first “Quote of the Month” was: “Teamwork- When a collection of minds, 

hearts and talents work together great things can happen”.  I don’t think at the time that I picked that quote that I 

fully understood the true meaning behind those words.  I had worked here for 4 years then but I had worked in 3 

different departments: Medical Records, Business Office and Administration.  So I did see that it took teamwork 

between departments every day to accomplish what must be done.   I think now looking back that maybe this quote 

should actually have been the DHNH Moto!  Every day we do ALL have to work together as a team and we see great 

things happen because of this. We have touched the lives of everyone in this community at some point in time.  What 

we do here matters!  Every employee is important, their job is important and I am so thankful that I have had the 

opportunity to be a part of this for so long. This place has a lot of heart and that comes from its employees.  I want to 

leave everyone with one last bit of advice and that is: Teamwork, working together and not against each other and only 

then can you grow and provide quality patient care that our community of family and friends deserve. It all starts with 

you!   Our community needs our hospital and nursing home and it is up to YOU to make this place be all that it can be.  

Don’t just pull together in emergency situations but work together every day as a team.  Try not to see a job as that is 

someone else’s responsibility or get down on someone because maybe they are not doing what YOU expect.  Be an 

encouragement to each other, help each other and don’t lose sight of teamwork!  I know that I have not always 

followed my own advice, it is easy to get caught up in daily frustrations, but it is still good advice. Over the past 17 

years it is what I have come to know needs to happen first and foremost in order to provide the best care for our 

patients, residents, family and visitors.  I am going to miss this place and being a part of something so important.  I will 

also miss the many friends that have become like family to me over the past 17 years.  I have enjoyed working with 

you all and I wish YOU and DHNH the best!! 

 Love you all!!!  

Shannon Hightower  

 

P.S. I want to welcome Alisa Brown she will be taking over as the new Administrative Assistant.  Her first day will be 

November 20, but she will be around some before then for training.  So please stop by the office and introduce 

yourselves and make her feel welcome.  



CONGRATULATIONS TO BRIAN BROOKS ON EMPLOYEE OF THE 

MONTH FOR NOVEMBER 2015! 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2015 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 

FRANCES FRY 

MUHAMMAD YUSUF 

2 3 4 5 

JEREMY POWELL 

6 7 

BILLIE JO HESS 

8 

MARY GOODWIN 

9 

SHERRY RUSSELL 

10 11 

KANESHA STEVENSON-

BROWN 

12 13 14 

15 

JOSHUA LAWSON 

TAWANA WATSON 

16 17 

SHERAH JENKINS 

18 19 20 

KRISTYL JOHNSON 

21 

22 23 24 

YUWANDA VINCER 

25 

TERSHANDELYN SALTER 

26 27 28 

HANNAH GRISHAM 

EMILY LAY 

29 30      

DECEMBER 2015 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 

JAMES LINDSEY 

2 3 4 5 

STANLEY BURLESON 

SAMANTHA NUTT 

6 7 

JACKIE BANKSTON 

DREW SELBY 

8 

JASMINE ACKLES 

CANDEE FITZGERALD 

9 10 

MICHAEL ANDERSON 

11 

MELONIE SMITH 

12 

13 14 

RITA MURRAY 

15 16 

RALPH MAXWELL 

17 18 19 

20 21 22 

CHRIS MIDKIFF 

23 

TIM RUFFIN 

DEBBIE WATTS 

24 25 26 

BRIANNA ROBINSON 

27 28 

NADINE HIGGINS 

29 30 31   


